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left much unredressed, and Cromwell was far from satisfied with its terms, but by ever)'- Puritan in England and every Protestant in Europe he was hailed as the saviour of the Vaudois. Even Englishmen who were no Puritans felt proud to see their country, under his guidance, assert the sovereignty of the seas, punish the pirates of the Mediterranean, and defend the oppressed. Waller's panegyric to the Protector upon " the present greatness of his Highness and this nation/' expressed this pride.
" The sea 's our own ; and now all nations greet, With bending sails, each vessel of our fleet; Your power resounds as far as winds can blow Or swelling sails upon the globe may go.
Fame swifter than your winged navy flies Through every land that near the ocean lies, Sounding your name, and telling dreadful news To all that piracy and rapine use.
Whether this portion of the world were rent By the rude ocean from the continent, Or thus created, it was sure designed To be the sacred refuge of mankind.
Hither the oppressed shall henceforth resort Justice to crave, and succour at your court; And then your highness, not for ours alone But for the world's protector shall be known."
To such a land, with such a leader, asked Waller, what could be thought impossible ? Ere long, however, the Protector discovered that even the best-laid